
CLASSIFICATION AND HANDBOOK OF DAHLIAS

• What is 
it?

• Why do I 
need it?

• How do I 
use it?

• How do I 
get one?



THE ADS RELEASES AN UPDATED VERSION OF THE CHD 
EVERY YEAR, LISTING ALL NEW ADS CLASSIFIED CULTIVARS

EVERY ADS MEMBERS RECEIVES THE LATEST COPY OF THE CHD AS A 
MEMBER BENEFIT, AS WELL AS THREE ISSUES OF THE AMERICAN DAHLIA 

SOCIETY BULLETIN



We will introduce 
each section, for your 
future use

TABLE OF CONTENTS



• This book will help you become familiar 
with dahlia language

• It will also guide you if you are looking for 
exhibition dahlias

• It will help to acquaint you with  what you 
have in your gardens

CLASSIFICATION BOOK BACKGROUND
IS FOUND ON PAGE 2



GENERAL INFORMATION
FORMS PAGES 3-8



ALL THOSE SHADES AND COLOR CLASSES
PAGES 8-10



ALL THAT LINGO –GLOSSARY & DISSEMINATION PRACTICES  
PAGES 11-13



DISSEMINATED CULTIVARS & HOW TO USE CLASS NUMBERS  
PAGES 14-15



CLASS NUMBERS AND HOW TO USE THEM 
PAGES 16-17



ABBREVIATIONS FOR ORIGINATORS FROM THE US & 
CANADA PAGE 19



ALPHA LISTING OF ADS CULTIVARS 2025 PAGES 20–62



ABBREVIATIONS OF ORIGINATORS
PAGES 63-67



NUMERICAL LISTINGS WITH AWARDS BY GEOGRAPHICAL 
REGION PAGES 68-123



THE BEST OF THE BEST –  AWARDS 
PAGE 124



DUE TO VARIATIONS IN CLIMATE AND 
GROWING CONDITIONS, CERTAIN 
CULTIVARS  GROW BIGGER IN THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST 

IN THE PNW, THESE ARE CLASSIFIED 
DIFFERENTLY

HERE IS A LIST OF THOSE IN 2025.

WHAT IS A “PACIFIC NW SUPPLEMENT” AND WHY? 
PAGE 125



WHAT DESIRABLE CHARACTERISTICS ARE
JUDGES LOOKING FOR? 

PAGES 126-127



VISIT THE ADS WEBSITE, WWW.DAHLIA.ORG 
TO FIND OUT MORE

http://www.dahlia.org/


THE  AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY IS 110 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR.
 LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FAVORITE FLOWER
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