To aid in the identification of unknown, unclassified, or seedling Dahlias, use this guide in conjunction with the ADS Classification and Handbook of Dahlias.

ADS Dahlia Classification and Number Guide

Establish Size and Form (type), then follow across to the appropriate color column. This will give you the ADS classification number for the dahlia.

Go to the Classification Number and Awards section of your handbook to identify and assess the competition.

Size Form Type 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 1" 12 13 14 15

w Y OR PK DP R DR L PR LB BR FL DB \' Bl
Form (Type) AA FD-0 0001 | 0002 | 0003 | 0004 | 0005 | 0006 | 0007 | 0008 | 0009 | 0010 | 0011 | 0012 | 0013 | 0014 | 0015
Code |Description over 10" ID-1 0101| 0102 | 0103 | 0104 | 0105 | 0106 | 0107 | 0108 | 0109 | 0110 | 0111| 0112 | 0113 | 0114 | 0115
FD |Formal Dec. GIANT SC-2 0201 | 0202 | 0203 | 0204 | 0205 | 0206 | 0207 | 0208 | 0209 | 0210 | 0211| 0212 | 0213 | 0214 | 0215
ID [Informal Dec. Cc-3 0301 | 0302 | 0303 | 0304 | 0305 | 0306 | 0307 | 0308 | 0309 | 0310 | 0311| 0312 | 0313 | 0314 | 0315
SC |[Semi-Cactus IC-4 0401 | 0402 | 0403 | 0404 | 0405 | 0406 | 0407 | 0408 | 0409 | 0410 | 0411 | 0412 | 0413 | 0414 | 0415
C |Straight Cact. LC-5 0501 | 0502 | 0503 | 0504 | 0505 | 0506 | 0507 | 0508 | 0509 | 0510 | 0511 | 0512 | 0513 | 0514 | 0515
IC [Incurved Cact. A FD -0 1001 | 1002 | 1003 | 1004 | 1005 | 1006 | 1007 ( 1008 | 1009 | 1010 | 1011| 1012 [ 1013 | 1014 | 1015
LC |Laciniated over 8" ID-1 1101 1102 | 1103 | 1104 | 1105 | 1106 | 1107 | 1108 | 1109 | 1110 | 1111 | 1112 [ 1113 | 1114 | 1115
BA |Ball to 10" SC-2 1201 1202 | 1203 | 1204 | 1205 | 1206 | 1207 | 1208 | 1209 | 1210 | 1211 1212 | 1213 | 1214 | 1215
MB |Miniature Ball LARGE C-3 1301 1302 | 1303 | 1304 | 1305 | 1306 | 1307 | 1308 | 1309 | 1310 | 1311 1312 | 1313 | 1314 | 1315
P |PomPon IC-4 1401 | 1402 | 1403 | 1404 | 1405 | 1406 | 1407 | 1408 | 1409 | 1410 | 1411 1412 | 1413 | 1414 | 1415
ST |Stellar LC-5 1501 | 1502 | 1503 | 1504 | 1505 | 1506 | 1507 | 1508 | 1509 | 1510 | 1511| 1512 [ 1513 | 1514 | 1515
MST |Micro Stellar B FD-0 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011| 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
WL |Waterlily over 6" ID-1 2101| 2102 | 2103 | 2104 | 2105 | 2106 | 2107 | 2108 | 2109 | 2110 | 2111 | 2112 | 2113 | 2114 | 2115
MWL |Micro Waterlily to 8" SC-2 2201| 2202 | 2203 | 2204 | 2205 | 2206 | 2207 | 2208 | 2209 | 2210 |2211| 2212 | 2213 | 2214 | 2215
NX |Novelty Double MEDIUM Cc-3 2301| 2302 | 2303 | 2304 | 2305 | 2306 | 2307 | 2308 | 2309 | 2310 | 2311| 2312 | 2313 | 2314 | 2315
MNX |Micro NX IC-4 2401 | 2402 | 2403 | 2404 | 2405 | 2406 | 2407 | 2408 | 2409 | 2410 | 2411 | 2412 | 2413 | 2414 | 2415
PE |Peony LC-5 2501 | 2502 | 2503 | 2504 | 2505 | 2506 | 2507 | 2508 | 2509 | 2510 | 2511 | 2512 | 2513 | 2514 | 2515
MPE |Micro Peony BB FD -0 3001 | 3002 | 3003 | 3004 | 3005 | 3006 | 3007 | 3008 | 3009 | 3010 | 3011 | 3012 | 3013 | 3014 | 3015
AN |Anemone over 4" ID-1 3101 | 3102 | 3103 | 3104 | 3105 | 3106 | 3107 | 3108 | 3109 | 3110 | 3111| 3112 | 3113 | 3114 | 3115
MAN [Micro Anemone to 6" SC-2 3201 | 3202 | 3203 | 3204 | 3205 | 3206 | 3207 | 3208 | 3209 | 3210 |3211| 3212 | 3213 | 3214 | 3215
NO |[Novelty Open SMALL C-3 3301 | 3302 | 3303 | 3304 | 3305 | 3306 | 3307 | 3308 | 3309 | 3310 | 3311| 3312 | 3313 | 3314 | 3315
MNO |Micro NO IC-4 3401 | 3402 | 3403 | 3404 | 3405 | 3406 | 3407 | 3408 | 3409 | 3410 | 3411 | 3412 | 3413 | 3414 | 3415
CO |Collarette LC-5 3501 | 3502 | 3503 | 3504 | 3505 | 3506 | 3507 | 3508 | 3509 | 3510 | 3511 | 3512 | 3513 | 3514 | 3515
MCO |Micro Collarette M FD -0 4001 | 4002 | 4003 | 4004 | 4005 | 4006 | 4007 | 4008 | 4009 | 4010 |4011| 4012 | 4013 | 4014 | 4015
O |Orchid up to 4" ID-1 4101| 4102 | 4103 | 4104 | 4105 | 4106 | 4107 | 4108 | 4109 | 4110 | 4111 | 4112 | 4113 | 4114 | 4115
MO [Micro Orchid MINIATURE SC-2 4201 | 4202 | 4203 | 4204 | 4205 | 4206 | 4207 | 4208 | 4209 | 4210 |4211| 4212 | 4213 | 4214 | 4215
OT |Orchette C-3 4301 | 4302 | 4303 | 4304 | 4305 | 4306 | 4307 | 4308 | 4309 | 4310 | 4311 | 4312 | 4313 | 4314 | 4315
MOT [Micro Orchette IC-4 4401 | 4402 | 4403 | 4404 | 4405 | 4406 | 4407 | 4408 | 4409 | 4410 | 4411| 4412 | 4413 | 4414 | 4415
S |Single LC-5 4501 | 4502 | 4503 | 4504 | 4505 | 4506 | 4507 | 4508 | 4509 | 4510 | 4511 | 4512 | 4513 | 4514 | 4515
MS [Mignon Single MC FD-0 5001 | 5002 | 5003 | 5004 | 5005 | 5006 | 5007 | 5008 | 5009 | 5010 | 5011| 5012 | 5013 | 5014 | 5015
up to 2" ID -1 5101| 5102 | 5103 | 5104 | 5105 | 5106 | 5107 | 5108 | 5109 | 5110 | 5111| 5112 | 5113 | 5114 | 5115
MICRO SC-2 5201 | 5202 | 5203 | 5204 | 5205 | 5206 | 5207 | 5208 | 5209 | 5210 | 5211| 5212 | 5213 | 5214 | 5215
Cc-3 5301 | 5302 | 5303 | 5304 | 5305 | 5306 | 5307 | 5308 | 5309 | 5310 | 5311| 5312 | 5313 | 5314 | 5315
IC-4 5401 | 5402 | 5403 | 5404 | 5405 | 5406 | 5407 | 5408 | 5409 | 5410 | 5411 | 5412 | 5413 | 5414 | 5415
Color LC-5 5501 | 5502 | 5503 | 5504 | 5505 | 5506 | 5507 | 5508 | 5509 | 5510 | 5511 | 5512 | 5513 | 5514 | 5515
01 |WHITE BALL > 3.5" 6001 | 6002 | 6003 | 6004 | 6005 | 6006 | 6007 | 6008 | 6009 | 6010 | 6011 | 6012 | 6013 | 6014 | 6015
02 |YELLOW MIN. BALL > 2 - 3.5" 6101 | 6102 | 6103 | 6104 | 6105 | 6106 | 6107 | 6108 | 6109 | 6110 | 6111 | 6112 | 6113 | 6114 | 6115
03 |ORANGE POMPON up to 2" 6201 | 6202 | 6203 | 6204 | 6205 | 6206 | 6207 | 6208 | 6209 | 6210 | 6211 | 6212 | 6213 | 6214 | 6215
04 |PINK STELLAR 7001 | 7002 | 7003 | 7004 | 7005 | 7006 | 7007 | 7008 | 7009 | 7010 | 7011| 7012 | 7013 | 7014 | 7015
05 |DKPINK MICRO STELLAR 7101| 7102 | 7103 | 7104 | 7105 | 7106 | 7107 | 7108 | 7109 | 7110 | 7111 | 7112 | 7113 | 7114 | 7115
06 |RED WATERLILY 7301| 7302 | 7303 | 7304 | 7305 | 7306 | 7307 | 7308 | 7309 | 7310 | 7311| 7312 | 7313 | 7314 | 7315
07 |DKRED MICRO WATERLILY 7401 | 7402 | 7403 | 7404 | 7405 | 7406 | 7407 | 7408 | 7409 | 7410 | 7411 | 7412 | 7413 | 7414 | 7415
08 |LAVENDER NOVELTY 7601 | 7602 | 7603 | 7604 | 7605 | 7606 | 7607 | 7608 | 7609 | 7610 | 7611 | 7612 | 7613 | 7614 | 7615
09 |PURPLE MICRO NOVELTY DOUBLE| 7701 | 7702 | 7703 | 7704 | 7705 | 7706 | 7707 | 7708 | 7709 | 7710 7711 | 7712 | 7713 | 7714 | 7715
10 [LT BLEND PEONY 8001 | 8002 | 8003 | 8004 | 8005 | 8006 | 8007 | 8008 | 8009 | 8010 | 8011| 8012 | 8013 | 8014 | 8015
11 |BRONZE MICRO PEONY 8101 | 8102 | 8103 | 8104 | 8105 | 8106 | 8107 | 8108 | 8109 | 8110 | 8111 | 8112 | 8113 | 8114 | 8115
12 |FLAME BLEND |[ANEMONE 8201 | 8202 | 8203 | 8204 | 8205 | 8206 | 8207 | 8208 | 8209 | 8210 | 8211 | 8212 | 8213 | 8214 | 8215
13 |DK BLEND MICRO ANEMONE 8301 | 8302 | 8303 | 8304 | 8305 | 8306 | 8307 | 8308 | 8309 | 8310 | 8311 | 8312 | 8313 | 8314 | 8315
14 |VARIEGATED NOVELTY OPEN 8601 | 8602 | 8603 | 8604 | 8605 | 8606 | 8607 | 8608 | 8609 | 8610 | 8611 | 8612 | 8613 | 8614 | 8615
15 |BICOLOR MICRO NOVELTY OPEN 8701 | 8702 | 8703 | 8704 | 8705 | 8706 | 8707 | 8708 | 8709 | 8710 | 8711 | 8712 | 8713 | 8714 | 8715
COLLARETTE 9001 | 9002 | 9003 | 9004 | 9005 | 9006 | 9007 | 9008 | 9009 | 9010 | 9011 | 9012 | 9013 | 9014 | 9015
MICRO COLLARETTE 9101 | 9102 | 9103 | 9104 | 9105 | 9106 | 9107 | 9108 | 9109 | 9110 | 9111| 9112 | 9113 | 9114 | 9115
ORCHID 9201 | 9202 | 9203 | 9204 | 9205 | 9206 | 9207 | 9208 | 9209 | 9210 |9211| 9212 | 9213 | 9214 | 9215
MICRO ORCHID 9301 | 9302 | 9303 | 9304 | 9305 | 9306 | 9307 | 9308 | 9309 | 9310 |9311| 9312 | 9313 | 9314 | 9315
ORCHETTE 9401 | 9402 | 9403 | 9404 | 9405 | 9406 | 9407 | 9408 | 9409 | 9410 | 9411 | 9412 | 9413 | 9414 | 9415
MICRO ORCHETTE 9501 | 9502 | 9503 | 9504 | 9505 | 9506 | 9507 | 9508 | 9509 | 9510 | 9511 | 9512 | 9513 | 9514 | 9515
SINGLE > 9601 | 9602 | 9603 | 9604 | 9605 | 9606 | 9607 | 9608 | 9609 | 9610 | 9611 | 9612 | 9613 | 9614 | 9615
MIGNON 9701 | 9702 | 9703 | 9704 | 9705 | 9706 | 9707 | 9708 | 9709 | 9710 | 9711 | 9712 | 9713 | 9714 | 9715
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