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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY

36th Annual Show and Convention

August 22-25, 2002 - San Jose, California

The Pacific Southwest Dahlia Conference welcomes the 36th American Dahlia Society Show and Convention August 22-25, 2002 at the DoubleTree Hotel and Conference Center, San Jose, California.

The public is cordially invited to view a spectacular display of over 2000 dahlia blooms at the 2002 ADS National Show on Saturday, August 24, 2002, 1:00-5:30 p.m. and Sunday, August 25, 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Seminars scheduled for Saturday, August 24th 2:00-4:00 p.m. are also open and free to the public.

Special guests of the American Dahlia Society at this convention will be Walter and Kathleen Jack who are traveling from Southland, New Zealand.  The Jacks are highly regarded judges, exhibitors, and hybridizers throughout the dahlia world.  Their accomplishments reach far beyond their dahlia farm in the southern most part of New Zealand.  In 1976 they started Belle Fleur Gardens, a special place that is home to over 1000 dahlia varieties which produce many thousands of blooms each year.  In 1995 Kit and Walter received the Silver Lapel Badge from the National Dahlia Society of New Zealand for outstanding service.

The Jacks are scheduled to present a public seminar on Saturday afternoon on "Dahlia Culture from Down Under."  Join them for a look at their newest dahlia introductions and a visual tour of their unique area of the world.

Steven Tjosvold, advisor in environmental horticulture with the University of California Davis Cooperative Extension Santa Cruz and Monterey counties, will address "Disease and Mite Management in Dahlias."  Tjosvold is well known for his involvement with research, education and problem solving for the California flower, nursery and landscape industries.

The 2002 ADS flower show promises to be an impressive display of this showiest of flowers.  The Saturday seminars will provide a great opportunity for the public to meet with and to learn from world-renowned experts.  Please join us!

