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August - The Blooms are Coming
August 2022
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On the dahlia train we are pulling into the bloom station. Look at the beautiful colors
and shapes. Once called “garish”, dahlias are now appreciated for their bright
colors. Our culture has become bolder, and so has our flower.
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There are a lot of opinions about mid-summer fertilizers, and as usual, there is no
agreement. | applied a time-release fertilizer before | planted, and that should carry
through the season. Others prefer a shot of nitrogen or a foliar spray during the gaps in
mid-summer’s scorching weather. Most agree that only potash should be used after
mid-August to encourage tuber development

More importantly, the plants need water to continue vigorous growth. The best practice,
if there is one, suggests one inch of water a week. To be honest | have no idea what an
inch is from a drip line or sprinkler. | do know that it takes a lot of rain to reach an inch
on my rain gauge. For several years | planted a Pyrex cup in the dahlia bed to estimate
rainfall and what | was applying. It was a rough measure, but seldom reached an inch a
week during August. There are those who believe that hand watering is insufficient. Do
what makes sense to you.

If your goal is to have garden dahlias with stems, it is important to remove the side
shoots on the stalks you will use for cutting. | typically remove four pairs of side shoots
on the dahlias with large blooms and three or four on the smaller ones. What size vase
do you plan to use? That will give you a good hint. | like 12-inch vases and to have the
bloom rise from the vase about one-half the height of the vase. Many others like the
short arrangements currently in vogue so they adjust the stem length accordingly.
Classic design says the stems above the vase should be one and one-half the height of
the vase. Do what pleases your eye. You can't go wrong with dahlias!

Remember, if you prefer straight stems you should apply a second or third tie. If the
bottom one has become tight, remove it, AFTER you put one higher on the plant.

Ventilation (airflow) is important to avoid mildew and other problems. That is why we
space the plants as we do. It is also recommended that you remove the bottom two or
three pairs of leaves to create air space. At this point, they are not contributing much to
the growth of the plant, because there is little light down there. If this is too much work,
forget it.

If your foliage has begun to look funky, take it to the next dahlia meeting or a good
garden center for a diagnosis.
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National Show at Longwood Gardens -2018
Photo by Claudia Biggs

The annual National Dahlia Show will be in the Washington DC area on the 24 and

25t of September. Check it out. Or if that is too far away, look for a show nearer to
you. See links to show info below. Dahlia shows are quite the experience.

This newsletter is prepared under the umbrella of the American Dahlia Society (ADS). If
you are thinking about using more of your garden space for dahlias, the ADS is an
organization that can help nurture your interest. Find out more here. If you want to
meet some “dahlia nuts” large and small, join a local society near you.

Enjoy the rest of your summer and the dahlias,

Harry Rissetto



https://www.dahlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/American-Dahlia-Society-ADS-07-13-2022.pdf

2022 National Show

American Dahlia Society
Host: National Capital Dahlia Society

More information about the National Show.

Find a local show near you.

Some links to help you round out your dahlia season:

Mid-Summer Flower Fertilization (Triple Wren Farms)

Growing, Fertilizing, and Pruning Dabhlias in Pots (video)

Summer care of Dahlias to encourage more and more blooms right through until
autumn (video)

Tips to make cut flowers last longer (Sweetbay Flower Farm)
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